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Council's Message,

Message from the Council received and
read, notifying that-it had agreed to the
amendment made by the Assembly.

ADJOUBNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE PREMIER (Hon. D. R. MeLarty—
Murray-Wellington) I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn till
2,15 p.m. {Wednesday).

Question put and passed.

House adjonrned at 1.32 a.m. (Wednesday},
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 2.30
p.m., and read prayers.

[COUNCIL.]

BILL—CENSORSHIP OF FILMS.
Second Eeada‘ny.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON, G. FRASER (West) {2.35]: T se-
cured the adjournment of the debate last
evening in order to have an opportunity to
look through the Bill because it is a Eairly
lengthy one and one that could cause quite
a deal of eoncern. Having examined the
messure I am satistied that, generally speak-
ing, I can support its provisions, Ao agree-
ment is to he made with the Commonweslth
so that there will be no necessity for setting
up a separate censorship here and the classi-
fleation by the central censor will be aceepied
in this State. I understand that the State
Premiers each agreed to introduce uniform
legislation on the subjeet, so there appears
to be every saleguard,

I believe the public is well satisfied with
the elassifieations that bave becn made by
the Federa] censor of pictures for general
exhibition, not for gencral exhibition and
not for ehildren under 16. I think his deei-
sions have been accepted as heing well with-
in the mark, The Bill, however, contnins one
or two clauses on whick I am not too keen.
To one I am definitely opposed, because it
appears to be ridiculons. Clause 19 provides
that no eshibitor shall admit any child ap-
parently under the age of 16, when the child
is not accompanied by an adult, to any pic-
ture theatre where a film declared as being
not suitable for cxhibition before children
is to be screcned.

That is an extraordinary clanse. We are
asked lo place the onus on the proprietor
of the theatre, and we know it is always
diflicult to guess a person’s age. I defy any-
onc to gucss the ages of a lot of the girls
of today, and I ean see a picture proprietor
in a heap of trouble if he told some of those
girls that he considered them to he under
16. There are some saving words “if in
his opinion,” but cases are frequently taken
in the court for offences against the licens-
ing laws of having served a person under
the age of 21, and though the attendant has
been under the impression that the customer
was 21, he hag been fined. Generally speak-
ing, it is possible to tell the age of a man
within & year or two, but not so the age of
a female, so I anticipate a good deal of
trouble in that direction.
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The clause, however, is ridiculous because
a child will be permitted to see a picture
provided it is accompanied by an adult. I
cannof ses any difference in the effect of
a picture on a child whether it is accom-
panicd by ar adult or not. Either the pie-
ture ‘s & good one or a bad one, and the
presence or absenec of an adult in the child’s
company would make no difference.

Another provision to which I take some
exception is Clause 18—certajn films not to
be exhibited during daytime on Saturdays,
public holidays and sehool holidays. I admit
there is a proviso that the Minister may
waive the provision, but I think he wil] be
waiving it all the time and that it might
as well not be in the Bill. Many parents
will not permit their children to attend pic-
tures alone and quite a lot of people take
their families to the pictures on holidays,
and particularly during school holidays.
Are we going to debar such parents from

-seeiny a picture, because the clause will not

permit the sereening of certain pictures until
530 p.m.? It will mean that parents will
have to miss certain pictures or take their
children with them.

I :hink that the Minister will be pestered
with aplications for exemption from the
provision in this elause. To say that a
picture shall not be shown on a public holi-
day or on a Saturday or on any school
holiday hefore 5.30 pm. is to place an
obstacle in the way of a lot of people see-
ing the picture, and I do not think that is
justified. The clause seems to be even more
drastic than Clause 19. I would prefer
to see Clause 18 omitted, because under
Clavse 19 the parents could go to any pic-
tore and take their children with them, but
Clause 18 will block them definitely from
seeing a partieular picture. Parents take
their families to the pictures in the daytime
on such oceasions, and the lms referred to
would noi be shown before 5.30 p.m.

There is nothing else in the Bill to which
exhibitors could take exception. The mea-
sure will provide a guarantee that pictures
shown have been censored and classified.
Once that has been done and an appropriate
advertisement has been inserted in the Press,
parents ean pick the shows to which they
will not allow their echildren to go—at all
events unattended. I think that almost with-
out exeeption the cify theaires classify the

.attendance as they can.
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pictures in their advertisements; but very
few, if any, of the suburban theatres do so’
I realise that they want to get as large an
The Bill will make
it eompulsory for all advertisers to include
a classifieation in their advertisement and
that will overcome a lot of the objections in
suburban areas to certain programmes.
With the reservations I have made, I sup-
port the second reading.

HON. L. A. LOGAN (Central) [2.43]: X
welcome the Bill, I have been interested
in the censorship of films for a considerable
time. To me Clause 19 seems unworkable,
more 50 in the counntry than in the city. Im
the couniry there is a picture show once a
week or even once g fortnight; and if a man
and his wife wanted to go to sce a certain
type of picture, under this clause they would
have to leave their’ children 6n the back of
their truck outside the theatre.- The only
alternative would be to stay away them-
selves.  That would be a hardship that
country people should not be called upon
to bear. It appears to me that the only
way we can secure & better class of film is

“to bring pressure to bear on the Common-

wealth censor to be more severe in his
censorship. The Bill brings thig State into
line with most of the States of the Common-
wenlth in other respects and is necessary in
the interests of wniformity. I do not like
Clause 19 and I shall vote against it in Com-
mittee.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commillee.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt in the Chair; the
Minister for Mines in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 17<agreed to.

Clause 18—~Certain films not to be ex-
hikited during daytime on Saturdays, publie
holidays and school holidays:

The MINISTER FOR MINES: In reply
to Mr. Fraser’s remarks on this clauvse, I
wonld point out that it is in the afternoons
in"the big towns that children go to pictares
by themselves, and I think it is quite right
that pictures that are meant for adults only
should not be shown on those occasions. If
parents accompany their children to a
theatre in the afternoon, I do not think it
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would be any hardship for them to be de-
prived of the opportunily of seeing a pic-
ture designed for adults only. I doubt very
much whether the Minister will be asked
for, or will grant, many exemptions in re-
spect of pictares which young children
should not be allowed to see.

Hop, G. PIASER: T am not satisfied
with the Minister's explanation. In the
eily parents can piek the show that they
want their children to see. The clause
would debar the whole family from secing
many pictures. It is the practice for
parents to take their children to the pie-
tures on Saturday afternoons, as that is the
only tine when it is possible—in inost
eages—Ior the whole family to attend.
After having seen a film designated as not
suiteble for general exhibition, my wife has
remarked to me that she saw nothing in it
that would harm children.

Hon. H. TUCKEY : The clause prevents
certain lilms being screencd. I would like
an assurance from the Minister that
exemptions will he given exeept in the ease
of a few films,

Hon, O, €. LATHAM: The clanse is in-
consistent in that it prevents certain pie-
tures being shown before 5.30 pan. but
allows a parent to take children to see that
film after 5.30 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There

are films snitable for general exhibition,

films smitable for adults only and films not |
* the elause.

suitable for c¢hildren. The Bill seeks to lay
down that a film not fit for children ean only
he shown after 530 p.n. on certain days.
The measure will reassure parents that they
may send their children to sen any picture
show. It should not be any hardship for
parents of yvounr families to stay away
from pictore shows.

Hon, (i. Fraser: Ask the housewife.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Many
bousewives would rather not go to the pie-
tures at all than take children with them.
1t would be better for the welfare of the
State if young children were banned en-
tirely from pieture shows.

Hon, C. F. Baxter: Tell that to the
mothers.

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
telling them through the hon. member.

1 am

[CUUNCIL.]

Houn. C. F. BAXTER: Is the Minister .f
opinion that film exhibitors have such a wide
range of pictures that they enn put on any
kind at any time to suit any particular
audience!  The film people arve nnder con-
tract to show certain pietures at certain
times, and they eannot procure any others.
The impressionable age in children is from
a little wnder 16 to about 18. It is diflicult
to keep such children away from the pe-
tures if Mhey desire to attend. Under the
Bill it will he impossible for the industry to
carry on with pieture shows at certain hours
of the day. .

Heon. E. M. HEENAN: The Minister hns
put up a strong case for the retention of the
elause. I think the proviso safeguards the
situation. Tt would be a source of satisfac-
tion to parents if they knew they counld send
their ehildren to the pictures on a Saturday
afternoon and be satisfied that there would
he nothing objectionable about them. I°
think, however, that the measure will restriet
the film industry,.and I am thercfore sur-
prised that there has been absolutely no op-
position to it, eontrary to what was put for-
ward quite reeently respeeting another Bill.

Hon. H. TUCKEY : For all the good this
clause will do, it might as well be deleted.
Film exhibitors have to show their pictures
whenever they are supplied to them. Many
pictures run for a fortnight and I do not
know how the programme could he ehanged
for a Saturday afternoon. I hope the Com-
mittee will eonsider earefully before passing

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The film
industry is well satisfied with the Bill except
as to Clause 19. If any pieture manage-
ment hns entered into a contract to show in-
decent films, it should go out of business.
Many pictores are to he seen that will im-
prove the minds of children and also pro-
vide themn with enjoyment.

Hon. G. FRASER: A pieture-show pro-
prietor in the suburhs or a eountry town,
who only shows at night, will exhibit these
pictures without restraint and children will
not be prevented from secing them. It
would be better to strike out this elause and
leave Clanse 19 in the Bill.

Hon. C. . SIMPSON: I believe every
State but South Australia bas adopted
legislation similar to this. The idea is to get
uniformity throughout the Commonwealih.
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No doubt members of the Jocal film industry
were consulted before this Bill was drawn
up- A mother may come to town with her
children during the holidays, and may want
to send the youngsters to a picture show
while she herself goes shopping. She
should be satisfied that the pictures they will
soe are of the right kind. 1 shall vote for
the clause,

Hon. G. BENNETTS: Some of the pic-
turcs which are being shown on the Gold-
fields are of a shoeking description. Com-
plaints have frequently been made to the
loeal council about such films. No wonder
we have so much child delinqueney and
erime in this State. Much of that is due to
the type of picture children go to see. The
other evening T was at o picture show that
deal very vividly with maternity. My
hlood boiled to find so many children
amongst the audience, drinking in all the de-
tails. If we want to improve the morals of
our children, we should prevent them from
seeing some of the trash that is exhibited to-
day. )

Hon. C. . LATHAM: T hope the proviso
in this clause will be used with discretion by
the Minister.

The Minister for Mines: The hot. member
can be assured that that will be so.

Hon. C. . LATHAM : If that is the case,
I shall vote for the clanse.

Clase put and passed.

Clause 19—Power to require security for
fulfilment of conditions:

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: I hope this clause
will he struck out. 1t was not in the Bill
as or ginally introduced. Difficalty will be
found in admimistering such a provision as
this. How will it be possible for any pie-
ture show oflicials to determine the precise
age of children who present themselves for
admiszion ¢

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: It will certainly be
difficult to arrive at the age of children who
are prescnting themselves as spectators at
some picture show. Does the Minister know
that this provision was contained in the Vie-
torian Aet?

The Minister for Mines: It was pnt in
the Eill by d private member. The Govern-
ment had nothing to do with it, :

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: It was found im-
possiale to police it in Vietoria.
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The Minister for Mines: I am so in-
formed.
Hon. H. TUCKEY: The clause would

prove to be absolutely unworkable. The
Bill, as originally drawn, is the same as the
legislation on the subjeet in the Eastern
States and I understand it is the desire of
the CGovernment that this provision should
not be agreed to by this Chamber. T shall
vote againsi the elause.

Hon. R. J. BOYLEN: I also oppose the
clause, as I consider it is throwing the
responsibility of parents on to the proprie-
tors of picture theatres. The provision
woull be a perpefual sourece of annoyance
to them, on aceount of the difficulty of de-

termining a child’s age.

Clanse put and negatived.

Clauses 20 to 32, Schedule, Title—agreed
fo.

Biit reported with an amendment and
the report adopted.

Third Reading.

Riil read a third time and returned to
the Assembly with an amendment,

BILL—RESERVES,
Second Reading.
Order of the Day read for the resumption

from the 12th December of the debate on the
second reading.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a seeond time.

In Commitiee,

Hen. A. L. Loton in the Chair; the Honor-
ary Minister in charge of the Bill.

Clanses 1 to s—agreed to.
Clause 6—FPart of Reserve No, 4813:

Hon. & FRASER: This clanse deals with
the portion of the Point Walter reserve that
was ocenpied as a military eamp and is now
heing used for an immigrants’ home. The
clause provides that the exemption is to be
for 10 years. I am pleased to note that it
is nol to be made permanent, becaunse the
Fremantle poople desire that no portion of
this reserve shall be revoked. We may be
taking a long range view, but the people of
Fremantle cherish the idea that possibly the
Zoo will be removed from South Perth to
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Point Walter. We consider that Point
Walter would be the ideal site. ‘

Clause put and passed. x

7

Clauses

Clanse 12—DPart of Reserve 13012:

Hon. 8IR HAL COLEBATCH: I am not
quite sure exactly what portion of land this
is. Is it the portion lying to the west of
William-street?

The ITonorary Minister: No, east of Bar-
rack-street.

Hon. SIR HAL COLEBATCH: It would
be well to have a limiting period such os
that to which Mr. Frascr referred. Would
the Minister objeet to such an amendment?

to 11-—agreed to.

The Honorary Minister; No.
Hon. STR HAL COLEBATCH: I move

an amendment—

That in line 3 after the word ‘‘hereby’’

the words ‘‘for a period of five years com-
muneing from the first day of Mareh, 1947’7
be inserted.
If it is found necessary to provide or an
extension at the end of five years, it can be
done. Tt would be a mistake to set up the
idea that the revoeation was permanent.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: I support the
"amendment but I suggest that the date be
made the lst January, 1948. We might
have difliculty in getting another place to
agree to March. I have no objection to this
land being used as a parking area for the
time being, but one does not know what
will happen in five years. I am jealous of
all the land along the foreshore. I some-
times listen with horror to the suggestion
to use the area west of William-street as
a earbarn site.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: 1
thought it might he desirable to establish 4
parking area straight away, but T am quite
agreeable to the date suggested by Mr.
Bolton,

The HONORARY MINISTER: When,
by interjection, I agreed to limiting this to
five years, I did not realise Sir Hal was
going bhack to last March. I do not think
another place would agree to that, and I
certninly would not.

The CHAIRMAN: Are yon, Sir Hal,
agreeable to the date being the 1st January,
19481

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. Sir Hal Colebateh: Yes.

The CHAIRMAN: The amendment then
will be that the words “for a period of five
years commencing from the 1lst day of
January, 1948,” be inserted.

Amendment, as altered, put and passed;
the clause, as amended, agreed to.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with an amrndment and the
report adopted.

Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and returned to
the Assembly with an amendment.

BILL—GAS (STANDARDS).
Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
Couneil’s amendments,

BILL—BREAD AOT AMENDMENT.
Assembly’s Message.
Message from the Assembly reeeived

and read notifying that it had agreed to
the Council’s amendment.

BILL—THE FREMANTLE GAS AND
COKE COMPANY'S ACT
AMENDMENT.
Returned from the Assembly
amendment.

without

BILL—GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Ion. G.
B. Wood—East) [3.41] in moving the sec-
ond reading said: This Bill has been ren-
dered necessary by a certain doubt in the
minds of the offieers of the Crown Law
Department as to whether the railways
have power to run motor buses, and, of
course, whether they ean bay them. I
hope the Bill will meet with a better fate
than have the other two which had some-
thing to do with this department. As this
is such a small measure, I am optimistic
that it will be earried. The principal Aect
is to he amended by inserting after the
word ‘‘ears’’ in the dcfinition of ‘‘Rail-
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way,’’ paragraph (2), line two, the words
““motor and other vehieles.”’

There is also a safeguard in the amend-
ing Bill to bring the department within
the seope of the Traffic Aect, in the follow-
ing ferms:—

In addition to any other powers conferred
upon the Commissioner he may, with the con-

nt of the Minister—

(a’ construct, purchase and otherwise ae-
P
quire and maintain any motor or
other vehicles; and

(b) subject to the provisions of the State
Tranaport Co-ordination Act, 1933-
1046, and of the Traffic Act, 1919-
1947, use them for the purpose of
.eonveying passengers and goods on
any pnblic highway and on land
referred to in paragraph (1) of the
definition ‘*Railway'’ or '‘Govern-
ment railway’? in seetion two of this
Act.
This power is necessary today, and we must
agree, in spite of the eulogistic remarks of
some members that the railways ave not
deserving of criticism, that things are not
very :atisfactory with regard to the car-
riage of passengers. So il is desirable
that ‘the department should run motor
vehicles in conjunction with its present
serviers, Trains take a tremendous amount
of tinte to come from the country, particu-
larly where they run from a branch line
on to a main line. In some cases short
cuts by road can be taken from remote
country areas to the city.
Hon. G, Benneits: The trains take a
long {ime to come from the Goldfields.

The HONORARY MINISTBR: I dare-
say motor travel would be much quicker
than the train, but in that instanee it is not
so applicable because the train to the Gold-
fields follows the shortest route possible. I
had in mind the Kojonup bus service. Any-
one who lives in that distriet has in the past
had i go by mixed train to Katanning
from which he would eatch the slow train
known as the Albany Express, which travels
to Poerth by a roundabout route through
Spencer’s Brook. The distance by rail to
Kojonup is 258 miles via Katanning and
230 miles via Donnybrook. The trip via
Katanning {akes 13 hours and via Donny-
brook 18 hours. The distance by road is 160
miles or nearly 100 miles shorter than the
train journey. The trip by bus occupies
only six hours.

Th: Kojonup service has catered for
9,970 passengers, the gross earnings amount-
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ing to £8,094, with working expenses total-
ling £3,362 and with interest and deprecia-
tion at £399, leaving a net profit of £4,333.
When we compare that result with the posi-
tion regarding the railways, membems will
agree that it is very gratifying indeed and
demonstrates the urgent need to establish
more bus services than we have at present.
This particular service was inaugurated in
1941, Mr. Roche having a lot to do with its
implementation. Certainly it was largely
through his efforts and despite the opposi-
tion against the Railways Department that
it was instituted. It has been most snecess- -
ful and iz both popular and profitable, so
much so that whereas at the start there were
two frips per week, there are three trips
each way at present.

The service has been exiended via Quin-
dunning and more recentiy another service
has been inangurated between Brunswick
Junetion and Collie to connect up with the
“Australind” train. I hope that very soon
bus service wil] be established to serve the
lower South-West, travelling down through
Nannup, Northeliffe and Beyup Brook. We
cannot stop progress in this direction. The
people have found out how desirable bus
servives are throughout the country districts.
I have been advised that some of the ser-
vices may not continue when the loeomotive
position has improved, but, at any rate, they
will continue to render valuable aid to the
country people nntil the additional engines
are available. For my part I am of the
opinion that no matter what the railway ser-
viece may be, the buses will continue to
operate. Ip view of all the eircumstances, I
believe members will agree that the Com-
missioner of Railways should have power to
buy niotor buses and run services. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON, L. CRAIG (South-West) [3.49]: T
shall not oppose the Bill, but on the other
hand will support it. I hope the promise of
the Minister that the Commissioner of Rail-
ways will provide g bus service for the lower
South-West will be given effect to as quickly.
as possible. If any seetion of the com-
rmupity has a bad train service, it is those
who live from Dopnybrook down along the
Preston Valley and out to Boyup Brook,
Dinninup and on to Kojonup. There is only
one train that leaves Perth at 12.10 a.m. and
it is & dreadfu] one to travel on, especially
with children. It takes from midnight until
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two or three o'clock the following afternoon
to travel a distance of less than 200 miles—
a reaily shocking journey.

People who live at Flinders Bay and
Augusta, which districts are making head-
way, and guite a lot of timber is now export-
ed from those areas, are badly situated, and
the journey to Perth is almost a nightmare.
I hope the Commissioner of Railwavs will
give close attention to providing a bus ser-
viee in that part as quickly as possible.
Then there is the new *Australind” train be-
tween Bunbury and Perth, Whereas that
Jjourney formerly took six honrs, it now takes
31, hours only, with the run non-stop except
for a stay at Brunswick Junction to pick up
passengers from Collie. The train travels at
a good speed and is quite comfortable. But
anyvone who wishes to embark or disembark
between Bunbury and Perth has no train by
which to travel and has to do the journey hy
bus. There are disadvantages however, be-
cause if a person leaves his farm to travel
up by bus, he has to go to the roadside and
wait in the hot sun until the bus ecomes
along.

Hon. (. Bennetts: I understood there was
a diesel train.

Hon. L. CRAIG : There is no train at all
apart from the one that leaves Perth at
12.10 a.m. Not only do the people I refer
to have to travel by bus bnt they are allowed
to take with them only 40 lb. weight of lug-
gage. If they have more than that the sur-
Plus luggage has to be left behind and a fol-
lowing bus picks it up, but the two buses do
not necessarily travel elose tfogether. That
means that when one arrives at the end of
the journey one may have to wait a counsider-
able time before the balance of the luggage
arrives. Sometimes people have had to wait
for two or three hours. Of course when any
new scheme is inaungurated there are bound
fo be complaints. For instance, take the
position of people who live on a farm and
wish to travel up by bus. When they arrive
at the rozdside they do not know if the bus
is running early or late. They have to stand
there in the sun, which is particularly trying
for women with children and lnggage as
well, wondering whether the bus has alrendy
gone or how long they will have to wait. I
heard of one instance where a mother had
to wait for over two hours, only to find that
the bus had run ahead of its scheduled time.
Such iocidents, if rare, are very annoying.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. C. G. Latham: In that instance, the
woman conld cateh the second bus.

Hon. L, CRATG: I do not know that
there was a second bus in that instance, and
furthermore I do not know that the luggage
bus would pick up passengers. Then again
there are complaints about the cost of the
journey. Many people prefer to travel
second-class, but the bus fare is equal to that
paid by first-class passengers on the railway.
I know that many of the residents are quite
satisfied and 1 have no doubt that matters
will adjusi themsclves as attention is given
to eomplaints. It is no good establishing a
new fype of service and allowing people to
beecome dissatisfled. Such a course would
damn the future development of bus services.
Special attention should be given to the re-
quirements of those availing themselves of
the bus services so that the public will
accept them and like them. By such means
motor services may be extended with advant-
age. I hope close attention will be given to
the points I have mentioned, and that we
shall very soom have an extension of the
road services through the lower South-West.

HON. H. TUCKEY (South-West) [3.35]:
I sopport the second reading of the Bill.
These bus serviees should have been estab-
lished long ago. Over the years complaints
have been made about the time cecupied by
the irip to the South-West. There bas never
been much complaint about the Perth-Bun-
bury train, which has always been looked
uwpon as fairly decent. The delay has occur-
red at the other end from Picton south-
wards. If a bus service were provided to
meet trains at Picton, and passengers were
conveyed through to Boyup Brook, Bussel-
ton and other centres, mueh of the present
delay would be obviated and much greater
satisfaction derived by the people of the
South-West. Now the fast train from Perth
to Bunbury has been inaugurated, the differ-
ence is all the more noticeable when the
passengers have {o join the slower trains by
which they have to complete their journcy.
That applies to various centres, except with
regard to the bus service which has been
established to Flinders Bay.

It is & wonder to me that the people in
that part of the State have put up with the
prevailing conditions for so long. The posi-
tion regarding the surplns luggage has been
particularly annoying and people have had
to wait for hours hefore they could secure
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their property. Then again on some of the

buses only two prams can be accommodated. .

That means that or occasions when there
have teen three prams af the roadside, one
has h:d to be left behind with the result
that the mother has had to refurn io the
farm with her family. That is a most unsatis-
factorv position and something should be
done to overcome the difficulty. I hope
extra buses will be put on 50 as to meet the
Bunbury train at the other end and avoid
the delays that take place at present. If a
diesel coach were put on the service hetween
Perth and Bunbury it could pick up the
passengers and that shonld prove satisfae-
tory. I do not know if the department has
a spale diesel coach but if that course were
adopted, I think it would be hetter than run-
ning huses haphazardly with people waiting
at the roadside not knowing when, or if,
they would be picked up.

Sitting suspended from 4.0 il 4.20 p.m.

HON. G. BENNETTS (South) [4.20]: 1
support the second reading. There are good
bitumen roads in the South-West distriet on
which motor traffic can travel, but there are
not such good ones on the Goldfields. JIn
fact, 1he roads there are deplorable from the
point of view of motor transport. Theve is a
good road from Kalgoorlie to Broad Arrow
which would earry motor traffie, but there
are not many more of the same kind. If
motor buses ean be placed on the good roads,
it may have the result of diesel eoaches be-
ing wade available for the Goldfields. You,
Sir, with other Goldfitlds members, have
been a great advoecate for the distriet be-
tween Leonora and Kalgoorlie to he pro-
vided with these diesel coaches. You are
aware that the Sons of Gwalia mine is
understaffed and more men will have to be
employed there.

That is practically impossible at present
becanse people cannot be persnaded to live
in the district, largely on account of the
poor transport facilities. The same applies
to Norseman, which is a big mining centre.
There is a large population there which is
isolated. On every train on which I travel
I find people coming from Norseman and
cursing the long run. There is no doubt that
it is a rotten trip, and if we ¢an secure the
release of diesels as a result of the introdue-
tion of road transport we will have been
rendered a good serviee, I consider that

2003

there could be a train practically once a day
from Norseman and it would be full. I do
not doubt that the same thing would oceur
on the Leonora line and with this improved
transport system, people will have a chance
of getting fresh vegetables and other perish-
able commodities carly,

HON. L. B. BOLTON (Metropolitan)
[4.24]: T am glad to be able to support this
measure, small as it may be. From the re-
marks of the Minister regarding the success
of the Kojounp service, I should imagine
that if the Government went further still
in ec-ordinating bus services as feeders to
the railways, the department would have
fewez headaches and fewer losses. 1 must
admit that from the selfish point of view, I
prefer to sce private enferprise controlling
all bus {raffic. Private enterprise at least
makes a profit, even after paying large sums
in revenue to the State, which is not derived
from railway or tramway bus services.

T am pleased also to see that the Govern-
ment services are being brought under the
State Transport Co-ordination Aect and
the Traffic Act. For a long time it
has been considered most unfair that
the tramways shonld have a law of
their own regarding the running of
their vehicles on the streets, on which pri-
vate companies also operate. I have had
many eomplaints bronght to me by owners
who required vehicles built of a certain
width which was less than that allowed for
the average trolleybus, At that time the law
of the land prevented a vehicle being made
to that width, although the tramways were
allowed to operate vehicles of any width
they chose.

As the result of the provisions of this
Bill the department will have to comply
with the Traffic Aet and the transport Aet.
I was sorry to hear complaints from Mr.
Craig and others about the “Avstralind”
train. I have not travelled on that vet, butf
I intend to do so during the holidays in
order to see for myself. I think it is an ex-
celient innovation and some Tlittie allowance
should be made by the travelling publie for
a while, nntil the department gets thoroughly
into its stride with regard to the running of
the train, and can overcome the disadvant-
ages that have been indieated. One of the
disadvantages—and I agree it is very annoy-
ing-—relates to excess lnggage.
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The Honorary Minister: That is the bus
service you are referring to.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: Yes, I am referring
to the Bunbury bus service which is run in
conjunction with the train. On the bus, a
pussenger is allowed only 40 Ib. of luggage.

Hon, L. Craig® It has already been dealt
with.

Mon. L. B. BOLTON: I.am sure, Mr.
President, that you have no objeetion to my
dealing with it also. 1 was going to offer
suggestions that might meet with Mr, Craig’s
approval. I was about to suggest that a
light trailer might be attached to the bus
in order that the travelling public eould get
delivery of their excess luggage at the time
of the arrival of the bus. It would not
be a costly matter. A trailer is very light to
haul behind another vehicle if properly eon-
structed—and if could be. T am not suggest-
ing where they should be built. I am speak-
ing from personal experience, which I am
prepared to impart for the benefit of the
House. T believe thal would overcome a lot
of the department’s troubles and I commend
the suggestion to the Minister. Perhaps his
depariment has given the matter some
thought and there may be some reason why
it is unable to do something along those
lines for the time being. I am not advertis-
ing in any way. There are times when one
cannot help touching on matters in which
one is personally interested; but on those
oceasions I feel that the advice tendered
moy be of benefit to the House. I offer the
suggestion for what it is ‘worth and am glad
to support the measure,

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. G.
B. Wood—Hast—in reply) [4.30): It is
amusing to hear the general advoeacy of bus
services, notwithstonding what we have re-
cently heard about our pailway system. Dur-
ing this week, one would have imagined that
everything is all right with the railway
system. Mr. Craig mentioned certain mat-
ters and I consulted the Minister for Rail-
ways, who has already looked into the
matter of the first-class fares, and has token
it ap with the Commissioner, I hope that
will satisfy Mr. Craiz. The Minister said
that it was too much te pay a first-class
fare on the bus. He has also taken up
the question regarding luggage.  Mr.
Bolton suggested that a trailer be attached
to the bus, bat I think it is only on rare ocea-

[COUNCIL.]

sions that the laggage arrives much later
than the bus. It is extraordinary that mem-
bers should say the Commissioner should be
given time to adjust this bus service. Surely,
the Railway Department, with all its ex-
perience—for instance, the Kojonup service
—does not require time in which to make
adjustments, .

Hon. L. Craig: By pointing shortcomings
out, we cnsure that they are adjusted.

The HONORARY MINISTER: These
questions should never have arisen. 1 hope
that under the new set-up of the railways in
years to come, such matiers will not arise.
I am glad the Bill has been received favour-
ably by the House,

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

In Committee, ete.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Bill read a third time and passed.

BILL—BUILDING OPERATIONS AND
BUILDING MATERIALS CONTROL ACT
AMENDMENT AND CONTINUANCE.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON, E. M. DAVIES (West) [4.38]:
Generally speaking, I have ne ohjection to
the Bill, realising that certain controls over
building operations are still necessary. The
Minister, when introducing the Bill, said it
was proposed to bring second-hand timber
under control, That might cause hardship in
some ecases. I know of instances where
people have had quantities of second-hand
building materials but have not been able to
obtain permits to ereet buildings. It might
be dangerous to bring second-hand materials
under control on the same basis as new
materials. I would like an assurance from
the Minister that the conditions applying
to new materials will not be applied to
second-hand materials.

I understand it is not necessary to have a
permit to purchase new materials to the
value of less than £50, and perhaps that
provision could be applied also to second-
hand materials. Those who dismantle build-
ings and remove the material to other loeali-
ties for re-erection often find it necessary to
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useé a eertain amount of new material in the
structure they intend to erect. A difficulty
then arises as to whether they can purchase
the new material necessary to complete the
building. Diffieulties arise in that way.
Where it is not necessary for the person
concerned to employ labour on the erection
of a building from second-hand material, 1
hope that the work will be permitted under
the corditions I have mentioned.

HOK, C. G. LATHAM (East) [4.40]:
Buildings are heing dismontled in Wiluna
rnd other country areas for removal and re-
ereetion, and I wounld like to see such mate-
rinls exempt from the operation of this mea-
sure. Many people purchase buildings for
removsl to the metropolitan area and,
although a permit is not required to remove
a building, immediately the second-hand
material is on the block for re-erection, it
comes under control. Many earpenters and
other tradesmen are held up for lack of
material and therefore, where sufficient
second-hand material to complete a building
is available, I do not think any restriction
should be placed on the work. Often permits
applied for are not granted or, if g prionty
is given, it is frequently some time before a
permit is issued. Unoccupied Gpoldfields
and military buildings are often available for
removul, providing sufficient material to en-
able prople to erect dwellings, but, as I have
said, immediately the material is plaeced on
the ground for re-erection, il is controlled.
I hope provision will be made to exclude
second-hand material from the operations of
the measure,

HON. J. A. DIMMITT (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [4.42]: 1 am sure membhers must
view with regret the necessity for a continua-

tion of the control of building materials. We

all hoped that two years after the war mat-
ters would have adjusted themselves to a
point ‘where control could be discontinued or
eased. Controls create opportunities for dis-
honesty, and make possible black markets.
When speaking to the Address-in-reply, I
threw out a snggestion te the Government
that it should ease controls on the items
dealt with under Section 9 of the parent
Act. In that section people are limited to
varying sums of money that may be spent,
withort pefmit, on renovations. The amonnt
allowed for painting, whitewashing, and so
on, is £50, When the Aet first eame into
operation, £50 went a great deal further

[138]
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than it will as from the lst Januvary next.
Painting materials have increased consider-
ably in price since 1945. Wages have also
risen and, with the introduction of the 40-
hour week, there will be a further increase
in eosts. I suggested to the Government
that consideration be given to extending the
values of material allowed under the various
subsections of Section 9. It is a pity the
Government did not increase that £50 to
£75. .

Hon. E. H, Gray: It would have been
abused.

Houn. J. A, DIMMITT: I do not think so.
However, it was not done. Had it been
done, it would bave given large numbers of
people opportunity of making renovations
and replacements that are badly needed. ’
Most houses and businéss premises have
fallen into a state of disrepair owing to
gompulsory negleet during the war years. It
is a pity that the limits under the provi-
sions of the original Aet were not inereased.

Hon. G. Fraser: It is remarkable how
many instances there are where renovations
do not cost £30,

Hon, J. A. DIMMITT: It is remarkable
how many eases there are in which the reno-
vations would cost much more than £50 if
people were allowed to go to the extent
necessary to paut their buildings back into
good repair. So far as second-hand mate-
rial is concerned, I think it regrettable that
it shounld come under control. Mr. Latham
touched on.a point 1 intended to deal with,
namely, the purchase by people of hutments
and railitary buildings through the Disposals
Comumission. These buildings in the past,
when permits were unnecessary, played an
important part in providing outbuildings
for farmers and graziers and that type of
persen. I think it will hinder their pro-
gress if they have to seek permission to re-
ereet -these buildings, which are available
and are very useful. I am hoping that per-
haps some amendment will be moved in the
Committee stage to strike out the provision
relating to control of ‘second-hand material.
I support the second reading.

Personal Explanation.
Hon. L. B. Bolton: Have I your permis-
sion, Sir, to make a personal explanation?
The President: Yes.

Hon, L. B. Bolton: Yesterday, when
speaking 40 the second reading of the mea-
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sure, 'I eomplained bitterly about the late-
ness of bringing this measure down and inti-
mated that I had not had time to study it
and intended to vote against the second
reading. Sinee studying the Bill, I find it
is a continuance measure and therefore I do
not feel justified in voting against it. I de-
sire to inform the Chief Secretary that I
intend to support the second reading.

. Debate Resumed.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon, H.
8. W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban—in
reply) [448]: I think T should ex-
plain some of the matters which ap-
parently T did not make  clear originally.
The Housing Commission 1is extremely
busy and, like every other organisation,
must make mistakes, and anomalies muost
oceur. T assure memhers that every
effort is being made to see that all materials
are going throngh the right channels with a
view to expediting the housing of the people.
At first blush, it eertainly does appear to be
guite unnecessary to control second-hand
material; but, owing to the shortage of new
materials, much second-hand material is re-
quired for general housing.

I might explain one matter that came be-
fore the Housing Commission. A gentleman
bought an Army hut, which he wanted to re-
erect in the hills as & winter residence. He
certainly required some odds and ends,
among which were ashestos sheefs. At that
time ashestos sheets were not controlled. He
was refused a permit to build, for the obvi-
ous reason that second-hand material was so
urgently needed for housing purposes. Then
there is always the smart person who buys
up seeond-hand materials and more or less
corners them for the purpose of selling them
to build the houses that are so urgently re-
quired. There is also the map who buys
gecond-hand materials and starts to make
additions to his own house. He invariably
requires some material that is controlled.

I made inquiries about the houses being
removed from Wiluna, I did not get details
of an actual instance, but it was suggested
that probably permits were not granted be-
cause iron or some other commodity would
also be required. I assure membhers that the
granting of permits will be sympathetically
and reasonably considered. It is not the de-
sire to prevent huilding, but to make every
. effort to erect homes so urgently needed. I
think members will agree that a man should

[COUNCIL.]

not get a permit to erect a senside house or
a humpy in the hills for a winter resort. I
ask members to pass this continuance Bill
with its few amendments.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee,

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt in the Chair; the
Minister for Mines ip charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 8—agreed to.
New clause:
Hon. L. A, LOGAN: I move—

That a new elause be inscrted as follows:-—

+¢8. Notwithstnnding anything contained in this-
Act or any other Act it shall not be necessary
to ebtain a permit for the purchase, removal or
te-erection of any seeond-band materinl used for
building purposes.’’ ‘
T am utterly opposed to the control of second-
bhand material. The arguments adduced in
favour of such control appear to me to be
weak. It is time that we, as the representa-
tives of the people, controlled Government
departments instead of the departments con-
trolling Parliament.

Hon. C. H. SIMPSON: I support the
amendment. Some freedom should be allow-
ed to people desirous of using second-hand
materials from places which have hecome
unocecupied by reason of the industry which
employed the occupiers passing out. T have
in mind Goldfields towns such as Wiluna.
Some years ago I was administrator of an
estate that owned an hotel. We had difficulty
in selling but finally I hought it for £60. It
contained 12 rooms. I eventually sold it at a
small profit to a man who had had the mis-
fortune ‘to have his property burned down.
He not only re-crected his office, storeroom
and tool shed, but had a substantial surplus
which was used to good purpose.

Hon. G. FRASER: Is this new clause in
order, in view of Clause 3% To my way of
thinkiflg, it eontradicts Claunse 3.

The CHAIRMAN : That is so.
new clause offt of order.

I rule the

New clause ruled out.
' Title—agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment.
Recommittal.

On motion by Hon. L. A. Logan, Bill re-
eommitted for the further consideration of
Clause 3.
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In Committee.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt in the Chair; the
Minister for Mines in charge of the Bill.

Clause 3—Amendment of Seetion 6

Hon. L. A, LOGAN: I move an amend-
ment—-
That paragraph (b) be struek out.

Hon. C. H. SIMPSON: Would it be in
order 1o re-submit Mr. Logan's motion so as
to make it apply to an area outside a radins
of 50 :miles of Perth?

The CHAIRMAN : No.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: I have looked at
the perent Act, and I cannot see what
effect this has on second-hand materials, I
have »een informed that ‘the Premier
agreed to execlude seecond-hand materials
from the operations of the Aet, but the
Minister has not advised us on it. My
opinioa is that it is necessary to retain
. paragraph (b). As far as I can see the
Bill tas nothing to do with second-hand
materials.

Hon. G. BENNETTS: The paragraph
shoubd remain. Recently a building was
removed from Mt. Magnet to Safety Bay
for re-erection. The owner was granted-a
permit to purchase £25 worth of mnew
wmaterial, but he used £125 worth and he
wag charged in eourt. We have built 50
homes under the Boulder seheme, and we
have had no trouble in getting permits.
Again, ex-members of 'the 28th Rattalion,
in Ka'goorlie, have erscted about 30 homes.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: People

cannol build with second-hand materials
withovt a permit. They are allowed to buy
second-hand materials, but not te build. If
a bouse is pulled down it cannot be re-
erected without a permit. This is neces-
sary Lecause some people buy these houses
to break them up, but not to re-erect them.
Members can see the trade that would arise
if someone bhought a number of these
, houses, broke them down and sold them as
timber. We say we eannot stop that, but
we ean stop the re-erection of homes with
second-hand materials, which, in _effect,
preverts the breaking up of these buildings
for the sale of the timber as building
material. If a person buys one of these
houses for the purpose of re-erection
somewhere else, his application will be
rensonably and sympathetically dealt with.
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Hon. E. H. Gray: Such applications al-
ways have been.

The MINISTER FOR MINES Yes. To
strike out this paragraph means that we
will rather be going back on our previous
wishes, I trust the Committee Wlﬂ not
strike it out.

Hon, H. L. ROCHE: Do you, Mr. Chair-
man, still rule that Mr. Logan’s amendment
is not applicable?

I would still

The CHAIRMAN: Yes,
stand by my ruling.
Hon. L. A. LOGAN: Therefore, Jr.

Chairman, you say that paragraph {(b) does
cover second-hand material?

The CHAIRMAN: Yes.

Hon. H. TUCKEY: I think there is a
misunderstanding on the part of members.
At the second reading stage I felt there
would bhe some opposition to this elanse and
I asked the Premier for certain advice.
He told me there would be no objection to
a person gebting a permit fo re-erect, even
if it meant supplying a small quantity of
new timber to replace any that became
broken. The idea is to prevent wholesale
trafficking in second-hand rhaterial. I am
advised that in some cases people have
constructed a house partly with second-
hand material and then have obtained a lot
of new timber and so on in order to eom-
plete the work. That is what the Housing
Commission has to contend with, We have
had an assurance from the Minister that
in genuine canses where persons are re-
ereeting premises that have been pulled
down and removed from somewhere else,
there will be no ohjection reised even to
granting & small quantity of new timber
with which to complete the work. I hope
the clause will remain as it stands.

Hon. G. FRASER: I raised the point of
order earlier because I did not want the
Bill to go to another place in a yes-no
condition, Up till then I had not had
any opportunity to compare the Bill with
the Aet, but I have done so and I cannot
find anywhere in the Bill any provision in-
dicating the relief regarding second-hand
materials that has been suggested.

The Minister for Mines: It is only the
building with second-hand materials for
which permits are required.
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Hon. 'G. FRASER: I cannot find it in The Commonwealth Powers Act,

the Bill, although there is some reference
in the prineipal Act.

The Minister for Mines: The provision
in the Bill includes second-hand material.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: I hope the Minister
will report progress till a later stagg of the
sitting so that members may give some con-
sideration to the point. We do not wish
to take out portion of Clanse 3 if the Gov-
ernment desires to retain it. All we want
is some further protection regarding
second-hand materials.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have
seen. the Premier and the chairman of the
Housing Commission and they explain that
it is because of the wrongful use of
second-hand material that the provision is
necessary. The intention of the draftsman
was to clarify the position, If I have
second-hand material, I can get a permit
to build, but one to procure the second-hand
materials is not neeessary.,

Hon. (. Fraser: Where does the Bill
deal with that?

Hon. C. (. Latham: That is what I want
to know. .

The MINISTER FOR MINES: During
my second reading speech I pointed out
that the object of the provision was to
make clear what we believed to he thes law,
‘and that is that one cannot huild with
second-hand materials unless one has a
permit. No permit is vequired to acquire
seeond-hand material.

Hon. G. Fraser: And how does the Bill
make that clearer?

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
draftsman considered that by inserting in
line 6 of Section 6 after f‘building
materials’’ the words ‘‘when used as pro-
vided in Part IV. and Part V. of this
Aet,”” would make it eclearer.

Progress reported till a later stage of
the sitting. . )
EBILL—COMMONWEALTH POWERS

ACT, 1946-1947, AMENDMENT
(CONTINUANCE).

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. H.
8. W. Parker—Metropolitan-Snburban)
{5.22] in moving the second reading said:

The

[COUNCIL.]

1945,
Amendment Aet was passed to refer the
matter of prices to the Commonwealth for
a period of two years commencing on the
1st January, 1946, and ending on the 31st
December, 1947. The preamble shows that
the reference of power to make laws re-
garding prices was assoeiated with post-
war reconstruction.  The Commonwealth
has heen regulating prices under its de-
fence powers and during last year, under
the provisions of the Defence {Transitional
Provisions) Aet. The last mentioned weas-
ure has heen re-enaeted by the Commcen-
wealth Parliament for a further year
expiring on the 31st December, 1048,

" While the defence power is deemed to
continue, as is the case at present, the
Commonwealth bas the exclusive and para-
mount right to control prices and is con-
tinuing to do so under the Defence (Tran-
sitional Provisions) Act for the year 1948.
1t is, however, possible that during 1948
the Commonwealth defence powers may be
held, as regards prices, to he no longer
effective, in whieh case the Commonwenlth
regulations would lapse. It iy considered
desirable that in view of the ineruality
hetween supply and demand which still
exists, and will probably exist during
1948, the Commonwealth regulations should
eontinue regarding prices during 1948, or,
at all events, until the matter has been re-
viewed by the Commonwealth and the
States, and ony alternative provisions con-
sidered.

The Commonwealth Powers Act, 1943,
Amendment Act of this State was intended
to support the continuation of the Com-
monwealth control of prices up to the end
of 1947 by referring power over prices to
the Commonwealth in case the defence
power should no longer be effective. It is
the opinion of the Government that this
Act should be continued for a forther
year so that, as regards this State, the
Commonwealth should have power to con-
tinue the operation of the existing prices
regulation up to’ the end of 1948, thereby
avoiding the uncertainty which would exist
if the repulation depended solely upon the
defence power of the Commonwealth and
might be held to be unconstitutional at any
moment. It may he added that the State
Parliament has further safeguarded the
position by the DProfiteering Prevention
Act, 1939, which may be called into oper-
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ation if the Comomnwealth leaves the field
of price regulation, and the Economie
Stahilizy Aect, which has been remewed for
the yeur 1948 and which enables the Gov-
ernmert fo proelaim State regulations in
terms of the presemt Commonwealth regu-
lations, thereby preserving a continuity in
the control of prices.

This continuanee Bill does not give any
suppoit to the snggestion that the control
of prives should be permanently trans-
ferred to the Commonwealth. This eon-
tinuanze Bill is to help to maintain eon-
tinuity in prices control and practice for
a further year, dering which the supply of
goods will probably continue to be still, to
some extent, short of the demand, although
we hope, making substantial progress to-
wards equilibrium as regards supply and
demand. I move——

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON, L. A. LOGAN (Central) {5.26]:
State (tovernments have heen accused of
not taking on the task of price control
themsclves and that is why the Common-
wealth Government is earrying on. Is the
State Government ecarrying oo so that
when the time comes it can iake up the
task?

THIE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. H.
8. W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban—in
reply} [5.27]: The States will not, if they
can halp it, permit the Commonwealth
(GGovertment to earry on price fixing Ionger
than is necessary. There is freedom of
trade hetween the Stafes and while that is
30, the Commonwealth is the right authority
to eontrol prices under existing conditions.
If the States with their separate price ton-
trol organisations decreed separate prices,
we would find that different charges would
be made for different lines and if the price
fixed were higher than, say, the price in
Vietoria, we would simply import the re-
quired article from the East. In the ecir-
cumstanees, it is necessary for the Cow-
monw=2alth to continue priee eontrol for
the tine being,

Question put.

The PRESIDENT: As it is necessary to
have an absolute majority to pass the sec-
ond reading, I shall divide the House.

Division taken.

2009

The PRESIDENT: I have satisfied my-
self that there is an absolute majority
present and there being no dissentient vote,
I shall eall off the division and declare the
(uestion earried.

Question thus passed.

Bill read a second iime.

In Committes.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt in the Chair; the
Minister for Mines in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1——Short Title:

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I move
an amendment—

That in line 5 the word ‘“and’’ be struck
out.

The CHATRMAN: I think that matter
should be referred to another place and to
the Minister who introduced the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
moving the amendment which I consider is
neecssary.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clzuses 2 and 3, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with an amendment and the
report adopted. -

Third Reading.

TEE LMINISTER FOR MINES {(Hon. H.
S. W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban)
[5.33]: I move—

That the Bill be now read a third time.

Question put.

The PRESIDENT: An absolpte major-
ity being required to pass the third read-
ing, I shail divide the House.

Division taken.

The PRESIDENT: As I am satisfied
that there is a constitutional majority in

. favour of the Bill, I call the division off.

Question thus passed.

Bill read a third time and returned to
the Assembly with an amendment.

BILL—MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS
ACT AMENDMENT (No. 1),

Assembly’s Request for Conference.

Megsage from the Assembly requesting a
conference on the amendment insisted on
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by the Council and notifying that the
Assembly would be represented by three
managers, now considered.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I move—

That the Assembly’s request for a confer-
ence be agreed to, that the managers for the
Council be Hon. W. J. Mann, Hon. E. M. Davica
and the mover and that the conference be held
in the Chairman of Committee’s room at
7.30 p.m,

Question put and passed ond a message

accordingly returned to the Assembly.

BILL—FACTORIES AND SHOPS ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Second Reading.—Defeated.

HON. BE. H GRAY (West) [3.36] in
moving the seeond reading said: This small
Bill has been rendered necessary by the
passage of the Factories and Shops Aect
Amendment Bill (No. 1) early in the ses-
sion. That amending measure empowered
the Alnister to combine shop distriets.
The present Bill is necessary to make for
smooth working of the previous legislation.
The sponsor of the Bill in another place
quoted Meckering, Tammin and Cunderdin
which form one shopping district. A ref-
erendum was taken to decide wpon the
weekly half heliday and the people of
Cunderdin and Tammin were strengly in
favour of Wednesday afternocon closing,
while Meckering deecided by a large major-
ity in favour of Saturday afternoon eclos-
ing. Under the Bill, in the event of shop-
ping districts heing eomhined, the distriet
that is being taken into a larger one has
to observe the decision as to closing day
in that distriet. If the Meckering shop-
keepers joined the Northam district and
the Northam shops closed at ncon on Sat-
urday, Meckering would bave to ohserve
the same closing day.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Is that democratic—
the big ones to eat up the little ones?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: It is democratic be-
cause the majority rules. That would suit
the people of Meckering.

Hon. W. J. Mann: They are two differ-
ent communities.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: The shopkeepers of

Meckering want to close on Saturday and
have joired the larger shopping distriet,
Under the Aet they would have to ohserve

[COUNCIL)

Wednesday closing, so this Bill provides
that the district being merged shall observe
the eclosing day of the larger distriet.

Hon, Sir Hal Colebatch: Withont any
poll?

Hon. E. H. GRAY : There has been a poll.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebateh: But not of the
whole district?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: The people of Meck-
ering would not join another district ex-
cept of thelr own volition. Under the
Act another poll cannot he taken within
two years. For these reasons three amend-
ments are required, namely, to Sections
99, 100 and 105.

The Honorary Minister: Woold it not
be better if Meckering were in a distriet
of its own so that it could work out its
own destiny.

Hon. N, H. GRAY: That is a matter of
administration; the Minister has power to
say that Meekering may constitute a dis-
triect. The motter will he left entirely to
the decision of the Minister. I have dis-
cussed these propesals with the Chief
Inspeetor of Tactories and he considers
the Bill necessary as a ecorollary to the
previous measure. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. C. . BAXTER (East) [542]: It
is very plain that this Bill has heen intro-
duced to cope with a difficalt situation
arising in the Cunderdin - Meckering -
Tammin shop district,

Hon. E. H. Gray: Therc are other dis-
triets similarly situated.

s

Hon. C. ¥. BAXTER: The question of
the day for the half-holiday has heen a
burning question in this distriet. A major-
ity of the shopkeepers in that area not
under the Fourth Schedule sent a pelition
to the previous Government just about
eleetion time. A majority of the shop-
keepers in any distriet may petition the
Minister to have the holiday changed from
Wednesday to Saturday and the Minister
has power to approve of it. That petition
reached the Minister after he knew that his
(tovernment had been defeated and yet he
approved of the regnest and altered the
closing day to Saturday.

This continued for a time and a refer-
endum was taken, with the result that the
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people reverted to the Wednesday bhalf-
holiday. This almost wrecked the busi-
ness of the people under the Fourth
Schedule hecause there is mo business in
those centres on the Saturday. Meckering
people observe Friday as their day for do-
ing thei: business. If Meckering is merged
with Northam and closes on Saturday, it
will be Zound that the people who did their
business at Meckering will transfer to
Cundercin. That is the position at present,

People go into Meckering and Cunderdin
and spend the half-day there and remain
at night. In that way they do not break up
their woek. They do their business on a
Saturday afternoon and go to the pictures
or some other entertainment at night and
spend taeir money in the shops under the
Fourth Schedule—refreshment shops and
such like. One of the businesses that ob-
jeeted £5 the closing on Saturday increased
its takings by £70 a week. Why this
amendment is wanted I do not know. Why
not leave the position as it is at present?
If the distriets are split up, one small
distriet is not going to do any good, be-
cause its business will be taken by adjacent
towns. In the farming districts it is not
beneficia] for the shops to be closed on
Saturday afternoon.

Hon. E. H. Gray: They do.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: With what result?
They lose a lot of business, especially. those
not too far from the big centres.
are big business places in Perth which send
out illustrated catalogues and order forms.
The people ean send for goods and pay on
delivery at the post office or the railwiay
station, and it is simple for a housewife to
write o1t an order, send it to the eity and
not be bothered about hreaking intoe the
week, which is necessary with Saturday
closing. It is annoying to find that a re-
tiring Minister of the Crown should have
consent2d to a petition instead of leaving
it to the incoming Government. The
Labour Government left the Jackson mur-
der business to the decision of ils succes-
sors. The retiring Ministers were right in
that respect as no executive act should he
done when the Government has been defeat-
ed. Why should it not have left all other
matters {o that Government? I know that
universal Saturday closing is something
dear to the hearts of the members of the
previous Government, but it is not good

There
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for the ceuntry districts. For the majority
of them it is distinetly bad.

HON. SIR. HAL COLEBATCH (Metro-
politan) [5.48]: This Bill reminds me of
the old story of the fox that lost its tail
and wanied all the other foxes to lose
theirs. I understand that business people,
with the exceptionr of those at Northam,
are very sorry they voted for Saturday
closing, -

Hon. C. F. Baxter: My word they are!

Hon, Sir HAL COLEBATCH: Amongst
those who are regretting it deeply are
church people who were induced to sup-
port the proposal on the ground that it
would mean that big- foothall wmatehes
would be played on Saturday instead of
Sunday. That has not happened at all. If
this larger distriet which seems to be con-
templated—it may inclnde Meekering and
Cunderdin; I do not know how far it goes
—conducted a poll to see whether the
people approved of Saturday or Wednes-
day closing, I have no doubt that they
would vote for Wednesday closing, But
whatever they voted for, well and good.
This Bill preposes to inelude within the
northern distriet 8 number of neighbour-
ing districts without giving them a voiee as
to whether they approve of Saturday or
Wednesday closing. That is entirely un-
just and I shall vote against the second
reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. G.
B. Wood—Eash) [5.50]: I am rather in
accord with the belief that a district like
Meckering should be in a shop district of its
own. Meckering is 23 miles from Northam
and 14 from Cunderdin. Why should it be
dragged in with either Cunderdin or
Northam ¢

Hon. E. H. Gray: The Minister can zay
¥es or no.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
argument has been advanced by Mr. Baxter
and Sir Hal Colcbatech that these people
would vote away their Saturday holiday.
That does not hold any water at all. York
had an experience recently of six months
Saturday closing. Then a poll was taken
and York is still elosing on Saturday. As
for traders losing money, that is not the
case at all. I have made it my business to

- agk the various traders how they have heen
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getting on; and, strange to say, though they
did not nse Saturday closing as a reason,
they said that their figures had gone up in
comparison with those of last year. They
have not lost money and are quite satisfied.
A majority of traders were in favour of the
shops remaining closed on Saturday.

Hon. H. L. Rothe: What about the publie?

The HONORARY MINISTER: They
appear to be quite happy. We were told the
hotels would go bung, and the picture shows,
We find in York that the hotels appear to
be doing just as well and the pictures are
crowded every Saturday night. People come
in on Fridays and on Saturday morning and
they seem to return on the Saturday night
for their pleasure. The old argument that
people cannot travel into town twice a week
has gone by the board in these days of quick
transport. I venture to suggest that if a
poll were taken tomorrow in Narrogin and
Wagin and all towns on the Great Southern,
the shops would still be closing on Saturday
afternoon.

Hon. H, L. Roche: They are already do-
ing it.

The HONORARY MINISTER: And
they would still do it after 2 poll had been
taken. Northam was substantially in favour
of Saturday closing. It is no use saying
that if they had a poll today something else
would happen. We do not know that. T
daresay a few storekeepers would like to be
open on Saturday afternoon, but the majo-
rity would not. The Bill provides that the
Minister ean say that a poll may be held
within two years. I know that the Mecker-
ing people want to revert to the Saturday
half-holiday and this ijs the way they would
be able to do it.

Hon. H. L. Roche: They want to be in the
same position as York,

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes. I
have every respect for the Cunderdin people.
But why make a dragnet of the business?
Let others work out their own destiny. It
is not as if they were absclutely up against
another town. There is a fair margin of dis-
tance aronnd Meckering. I am prepared to
vote for the Bill

HON. L. B. BOLTON (Metropolitan}
[553]: I oppose the Bill. T agree with
previous speakers that eountry towns
should have the right to say whether the
shops shall be open or closed on Saturday.

[COUNCIL]

To my way of thinking, Wednesday is the
logical day to close.
Hon, E. H. Gray: You are old-fashioned.

Hon, L. B. BOLTON: I am in favour of
Saturday opening of shops. It is logical
that shopping should be done on Saturday.
Men do a little work on Saturday morning.
Then they go,to town and stay in to the
pictures.

Hon. E. H. Gray: That can be done now.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: The shops are
closed.

Hon. E. H. Gray: At noon.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: Some farmers have
enough work to do before lunch to keep
them going and they cannot get into town
until the afternoon. ‘

Hon. E. M. Heenan: Would you favour
Baturday opening for Perth as well?

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: No, that is entirely
different. Recently a poll was taken at
Moora and the people agreed to Saturday
afternoon gelosing. They had bardly settled
down to that hefore they were sorry and
wanted to revert to Wednesday closing. We
should not pass a Bill that will define what
some other town shall do, just because
Northam happens to have done it

HON. E. H. GRAY (West—in reply)
[5.57]: This Bill does not specify Northam
or Meckering or anywhere else. I did not
expect to hear a debate taking place on Sat-
urday closing, under this Bill. The matter is
in the hands of the people and the Minister
has the right to say yes or no. Surely we
can trust him.

Hon. H. L. Roche: You are on the wrong
side.

Hon. E. H. GRAY : It most he recognised
that the progressive farmers and other
people like a long week-end, and that is
why they want the shops closed on Satur-
day. Wherever Saturday closing has been
tried it has heen a great suceess. No hard-
ship will be inflicted on any town by this
Bill. I am sorry that Mr. Baxter mention-
ed the Minister hecause every Minister car-
ries on until his successor takes office.

Hon. L. Craig: Does the Minister deter-
mine distriets?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: The Minister can
make houndaries bigger or abolish them.
There is nothing sinister in this amending
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Bill and I would be very sorry if I lost this
very small measure at Christmas time,

Question put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes .. .. - 8
NOQS . - PN . 13
Majority against .. 10
Aves,
Hon. G, Bennetts Hon, W, R. Hall
Hon. R, J. Boylen Hon, B, M. Heenan
Hon, E, M, Davies Hon, G. B, Wood
Hon, E. H, Gray Hon. G. Fraser
: (Teller.)
Noea,
Hon. C. F. Baxter Hon. €. G. Latham
Hon. L. B. Bolton Hon. J.. A. Lognan
Hon. Sir Hol Colebatch|[ Hon. A, L. Loton
Hon. L. Craig Hon, W. J. Mann
Hon. H, A, C. Daffen Hon. H. 8. W, Parker
Hon. J. A. Dimmiit Hon, H. .. Roche
Hon. R. M. Forrest Hon. H. ‘Tuckey
Hen. F, E, Gibson Hon. P R. Welsh
llon. J. G. Hislop Hon. G. W. Miles
(Feller.)

Question thus negatived.
Bill defeated.

BJLL--BUILDING OPERATIONS AND
BUILDING MATERIALS CONTROL ACT
AMENDMENT AND CONTINUANCE.

In Commitiee.

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sit-
ting. Hon, J. A. Dimmitt in the Chair; the
Minister for Mines in charge of the Bill,

The CHATRMAN. Progress was reported
on Clause 3, to which Mr. Logan had moved
an amendment to strike out paragraph (b}.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I have had an op-
portunity further to consider this amendment,
and I now find that the idea behind it 1s to
restricl the words “building materials” to
Parts IV and V of the Aet. The Aect is
divided into two sections, dealing with build-
ing operalions and building materials con-
trol. DBuilding materials are set out in the
interpretation, and it is intended by the
amendnent to apply that only to Parts TV
and V, and to include all other parts of the
Act from the interpretation of building
matericls, The next interpretation, building
operations, refers to all parts of the Act with
the exception of Parts IV and V. 1 am of
opinior that no alieration should be made if
the Government wishes to include in the Act
power over the construetion of buildings
after the second-hand material has been
placed on the land. I do not think the
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Committee should agree to strike out the
paragraph. I believe a mistake was made
in the amendment moved and ruled out of
order.

Hon. G. FRASER: If the mover of the
amendment persists with his intention, he
will And it is a boomerang. As Mr. Latham
has mentioned, building materials are to
come only into Parts IV and V. The idea is
only to eover the erection of the building
material, and that 35 all the control that will’
he exeveised if the Bill is passed in its pre-
sent form. The measure will still be elear
regarding building operations and will eat
out the arguments that have occurred in the
past as to costs, where building materials
have appeared in the costs. It will cover all
materials, whether new or second-band, be-
cause the costs portion is in¢luded in the Act
in Parts other than IV and V. My experi-
ence has been that where no new material or
labour has been required for the erection of
a building, the permit has been granted
immediately.

Hon. H. L. Roche: You eannot speak for
the Housing Commission,

Hon. G. FRASER: I am speaking of
what T would expect, from my own experi-
ence. If the new material involved in the
re-ereetion of a huilding is to eost less than
£50, I do not think a permit would he neces-
sary, The permit is necessary only for a job
that will cost more than £50 for new mate-
rial and labour. That provision will not be
altered.

Hon. A. L. Loton: Which will not alter
the Act, the Bill or the amendment?

Hon. G. FRASER: The Bill will not, bat
the amendment would, if agreed to. Fven
if the amendment is agreed to, Mr. Logan
will not achieve the objective he has in mind.

Progress reported till a Iater stage of the
sitting,

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 8.40 p.m.

BILL--MUNICIPAL CGRPORATIONS
ACT AMENDMENT (No. 1).

Conference Managers’ Report,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I beg to
report that the conference managers met in
conference on the Bill and reached the fol-
lowing agreement:—

The Legislative Council will not insist on
its amendment. Clause 5 is to be amended by
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deleting the word ‘‘fifty-two’’ in line 3 of
page 3 and inseriing in lieu the word *‘fifty-
one.’?
I move—

That the report be adopted.

Question put and passed, and a message
aceordingly returned to the Assembly.

BILL—BUILDING OPERATIONS AND
BUILDING MATERIALS CONTROL ACT
AMENDMENT AND CONTINUANCE.

In Committee,

Resumed from an eatlier stage of the sit-
ting. Hon. J. A. Dimmitt in the Chair; the
Minister for Mines in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: During the tea sus-
pension, I have had the opportanity' to in-
vestigate the Bill which is now before the
Committee and also the parent Aet, After
further consideration, and with the objects
of the Bill in mind, T feel justified in revers-
ingg my decision and allowing further con-
sideration of the proposed new clause.

Hon, L. A. LOGAX: T ask leave to with-
draw my amendment to delete paragraph
(b).

Leave granted.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: The Bill

was recommitted for a specific purpose and
consequently I move—
That the Bill be now reported.

Bill reported.

Further Recommittal.
On motion by Hon, 1. A. Logan, Bill
sgain recommitted for the consideration of a
new clause.

In Committge.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt in the Chair; the
Minister for Mines in charge of the Bill.

New clause:

Hon, L. A. LOGAX: I move—

That a new clause he inserted as follows:—
*8. Notwithstanding anything contained in
this Aet it shall not be mnecessary to obtain a
permit for the purehase, removal or re-erection
of any second-hand materinl used for building
purposes. '’

This is somewhat different from the new
clanse which I moved earlier in the evening.
That clause was likely te be confusing, as it
mizht have conflicted with health or building
bylaws of loeal authorities. The reason for
the insertion of the word “home-building”

[COUNCIL.]

is that we want all the material we can get
for houses. It will not be necessary to ob-
tain a permit for second-hand material for
other purposes.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: With all
due respect, I am afraid the amendment is
meaningless. It is not necessary to obtain
a permit to purchase second-band material
or to remove it. All that is necessary is to
obtain a permit to erect buildings from
second-hand material. What is meant by the
words “It shall not be necessary to obtain
a permit for the re-erection of any second-
hand material”’? I ean understand the eree-
tion of a building comprised of sccond-hand
material.

Hon. A, L. Loton: Yon are splitting
straws.

Hon. L. A. Logan: What are youn going to
do with it?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: What is
happening to it if it is put into the ground
o support a troe?

Hon. L. A. Logan: You are re-erecting
the material. But the wording poes further
and states, *used for home huilding pur-
poses.”

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
are_ home building purposes? Is
building of a doll’s honse?

Hon. A. L. Loton: That is silly.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Of
course it is,

Hon. G. FRASER: A point that has been
everlooked is that most, if not =ll, loecal
governing hodies would have to approve of
any plan for re-erection, and they will not
approve of plans without their first bearing
the stamp of the State Housing Commission.
1f this clause is included it will he uscless. Tt
will open the door wide to those who eon-
struet unautherised buildings.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I eannot agree
with Mr. Fraser because if what he said
is eorreet no authorised buildings would he
erecled. I know of a man in Nedlands who
was fined £10. He got a permit from the
loeal governing aunthority to erect a building.

The Minister for Mines: Was the amount
nvolved less than the minimum? T think
the local governing bodies will issue a per-
mit for a building costing under £50.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : No, this was for a
house. T know of no better way to check

What
it the
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the position than to provide that the local
governing authorities shall not issue a per-
mit until sueh time ag the Housing Commis-
sion Las given its approval.

Hou. G. Fraser: Most, if not all of the
local' governing hodies work on that basis
now. ’

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I was hoping the
Committee would agree to the amendment.
A permit is not required to buy or remove
second-hand materials, but to re-erect them.
Many tradesmen are held up because of lack
of materiols. At York there are four build-
ings under construction and the tradesmen
are d:layed because there are no materials.
The man who has the requisite second-hand
materials with which to erect a building
should have the permlt granted without any
difficulty, and that is the appeal I make. No-
one desires to hamper any person who
wishes to secure & home. T can buy second-
hand material by pulling down an old house
and erecting it somewhere else provided I get
the reeessary permission from the loeal
autherity. We are not allowing them to do
so without getting the permit from the Hous-
ing Commission.

The Minister for Mines:
gel the permit easily.

Hen. C. G. LATHAM : If the amendment
be agreed to, it will remove from the opera-
tions of the Act the erection of hnildings
with second-hand materials. There are not so
many buildings available on the Goldfields
or elsewhere. I know of one instanee where
a man moved from an agricultural area to
the GGreat Southern and he pulled down a
shed on his own farm in order to provide
himself with a home. Now he cannot get a
perit to re-erect the shed where he pro-
poses to live.

The Minister for Mines: Have vou made
any represenfations regarding the matter to
the Housing Commission?

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: No

The Minister for Mines: Then you are
probahly ineorreet in your facts.

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: The man ap-
proached me about the matter and T sug-
gested what he might do. The man eannot
get a1 permit for any new materials and he
cannot ercet the bunilding at Mt. Barker be-
causz he cannot secure a permit from the
Honsing Commission.

Acd they would

2015

Hon. W. R. HALL: I cannot agree with
Mr. Fraser’s remarks regarding the loeal
authorities. At Kalgoorlie people who want
to erect homes submit their plans for ap-
proval. Recently I received a lefter from
a Kalgoorlic resident who had bought pazt
of & de-licensed hotel in Laverton. He
secured the approval of the Kalgoorlie Road
Board for his plans for the erection of a
dwelling in that distriet, and he went on
with the building without meking any appli-
cation to the Housing Commission. I had
a ruling today that he is liable to proseen-
tion, He did not require any new materials
apart from plaster boards or ceilite, which
lines are not on the restrieted list. T got in
touch with the Housing Commission and was
informed that if the bnilding cost over £50
or the work entailed in its erection or the
transport of the second-hand materials ran
into over £30, it would be neceszary to apply
for a permit to build,

Tae Minister for Mines: That is eorreet.

Hon. W. R. HALL: Probably through
igncrance this man seenred permission only
from the loeal authority under its health
regulations hut did not get a permit from

the Commission,

Hon. (i. FRASER: Most road boards
make their approval of plans for buildings
subject to the approval of the Housing
Comumission. When the plans are submitted
to the Housing Commission, the local author-
ity is invited to make inquirics with a view
to recommending or ofherwise whether the
permit for the building should he issued.

Hon. G. BENNETTS: Plans submitted to
the appropriate eommittee of the Kalgoorlie
Municipal Council ave always granted, sub-
jeet to the Housing Commission granting a
permit for the erection of a building. When
the plans are submitted to the Housing
Commission, the council is communicated

- with and asked for particulars and for a

recommendation as to whether the permit
should be granted- As to whether there are
many homes available in the country dis-
tricts, I know that at Westonia, where the
mine is closing down, the whole of the pro-
perties there are to be sold by auction soon
and 50 or 60 homes will be removed to other
distriets where they are required. Then
again at Geraldton a number of places were
borght by dealers, but the materials were
divided and not ysed for homes but for
other unnecessary work.
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Hon. H. L. ROCHE: An intolerable con-
dition of atfairs will be created unless the
amendment be agreed to. Under the Bill I
would not be able to demolish a building on
one part of my farm and ercet it on another
part. Why should T have to get the permit?
Possibly [ would be given a first priority
and take my place with 5,000 first priorities
alrcady ahead of me. A mountain has been
made out of a mole-hill with respeet to
seeond-hand  materials and this is  just
further evidence of the mania for control-
ling this, that and the other. The intention
here is just to cope with mythical difficulties
that apparently prompt these restrictions.
The Committec would be well advised to
agree to the amendment. The measure of
abuse is so small that we can well afford to
tuke the risk.

Hon. H. TUCKEY: T do not think a case
like that suggested hy Mr. Roche should
come into fhe pieture at all. He would re-
ceive his permit without any diffieulties.

Hon. A, L. Loton: Why should he have
to moke any applieation at all?

Hon, H. L. Roche: And when will I get

my permit?

Hon. 1. TUCKEY : The amendment will
dofeat the requirements of the Commission.

Hon. H. L. Roche: What are the require-
ments of the Connnission?

Hon. H. TUCKEY: The Minister iried
to explain the position elearly. Tt is that
people start to erect n building with second-
hand maierial and when they are half-way
through, want to buy a whole lot of new
timber and so forth in order to finish the
Job.

Hon, A. 1. Loton: You were opposed to
regulations regarding radio workers.

The Minister for Mines: But he has seen
the light.

Hon. H. TUCKEY: The Minister and the
chairman of the Housing Commission have
stated definitely that any man who has the
required second-hand materials will have no
difficulty in securing the necessary authority
to do the work. Some reference hag heen
made to leeal nuthorities. I know they have
been told not to grant a permit unless the
Commission has issued one,

. Hon. C. G. Latham: They need not obey
the instruction.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. H. TUCKEY: Apparcuntly some
people build without obtaining a permit
from anyone.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: The new clause will
have the effect of sheltering crooks and those
guilty of sharp practiec.

Members: Not at all.

Hon. H. L. Roche: You may koow some-
thing about Fremantle.

Hon. E. H. GRAY : Crooks are undermin-
ing the work of the Commission and, nnder
the existing Aet, lawyers have been able suc-
cessfully to defend people who have in-
dulged in this illieit trading. Experience
has proved that the provision is necessary
and we should support the department in
trying to prevent illieit trading.

Ilon. A. L. LOTON: I am amazed at Mr.
Gray's statement. He is attempting to
build homes by words. Unless some of
these regulations ave abolished, we shall
make no progress.

Hon. W. J. MANN: I should like to assist
& man, who buys a house on the Goldfields to
erect it clsewhere, but have no sympathy with
one who would purchase second-hand mate-
rial to build a danee hall or garage. We
should support the Commission wherever
possible because the position is grave. A
person desiring to build with second-hand
material eould advise the Commission of his
intention and, if an inspector were satisfied
that the material was sccond-hand, the
authority eould he issued. That would over-
come some of the difficulties.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: If we can get second-
hand material used for the building of
homes, they will represent so many more
roofs over the heads of people who need
homes and will leave the new material for
other people. How this provision wonld in-
crease black marketing, I do not know. Why
shonld not a man be able to buy a house on
the Goldfields and re-crect it on his farm?
Why should he have to go to the Commis-
gsion far a permit? How long would it take
him to get a permit?

Ton. G. Fraser: Not as long as the dis-
cussion on this new clause is taking.

Hon. I. A. LOGAN: Manyv people have
been chasing permits to huild second-hand
places and have been unable to get them,
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New elanse put and a division taken with
the fTollowing result:—

Ayes .. - 6
Noes .. . ‘e ‘e 17
Majority against .. . 11
AYER,
Hon, R, M. Forrest Hon. A. L. Loton
Hon. C. G. Latham , Hon. H, L. Roche
Hin: L. A. Logan Hon. W. R. Hali
. (Teller.)
;]
NoEa,
Hon. 3. Bennetts Hon. E. H. Groy
Him. L. B. Boltom Hon. E. M. Heenan
Hon. R. J. Boylen Hon. J. G, Hislop
Flon. Sir Hal Colebatch| Hon, W. J, Mann
Hon, L. Cral Hon. H. 8. W. Parker
Hon, H. C Daffen Hon., F. R. Welsh
Haon. E. M Davies Hon. . B. Wood
Han, O. Fraser Hen. H. Tuckey
Hon, F, E. Gibgon {Tetler.)
.

New clguse thus negatived.

Rill again reported withont amendment

and the report adopted.

Third Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. H.
8. W. Parker—Metropolitan- Suburban)
19.29]: I move—

That the Bill be now read a third time.

HON. €. G. LATHAM (East) [9.30): T
ear only hope that the passing of this men-
sute will make it easier for people to get
homes. T am very concerned indeed about
the terrifically long, wait for homes which
soine of the returned soldiers have had in
this State. Some of them have had a
priority for three years and are still without
a house. It seems to me that places like
Tasmania, where controls have been relin-
quished, are able to have homes built far
more rapidly than we are.

Hon. H. L. Roche: We believe in controls!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : This Bill will not
help one bit. As a matter of fact, the more
restrictions there are, the more difficulties
we experience. I know that we can do noth-
il’!l;;.

The Minister for Mines: You can talk!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM. I agree that we
are in the minority. The Government in its
wsdom has deeided on ifs course of action,
but there will be many people who will look
to those who voted in the minority just now,
with a great deal of pleasure at the thonght
tkat there are six members who have some
sympathy for them. That is not a reflection
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on the others. To my mind they do not ap-
preciate what it means to these home-seekers.
In Viectoria Park there are six families
living in one house.

Hon. L. Craig: What has this to dé with
that?

‘Hon. C. G. LATHAM: We might bave
been able to give them some relief if they
could bave erected a shack so that they
migzht be removed from the conditions under
which they are living. I know that I am
annoying the Minister, but I do not care. I
intend to express myself.

The Minister for Mines: You do not an-
noy me; you amuse me!

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: If T ecan amise
the Minister by speaking of the suffering
and the indignities experienced by some
people in their homes I am perfectly
satisfied—

The Minister for Mines: Yon will not be
satisfled until you have this seaf.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I want to see
hemes buiit.

Hon. G. Fraser: What was the reason for
that person wailing for three years?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: He cannot get a
permit.
Hou. G. Frauser: For what type of home?

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: He hag a No. 1
priority for a home.

Hon. G. Fraser: Not for a home to byild
himself.

Hon. €. G. LATHAM : T do not think so.

Hon. G. Fraser: That is a different pro-
position.

]

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: He eannot get his
home. If I went around I daresay that I
would ascertain that there are many men
who have 'a No. 1 priority, but cannot
get a permit to build. They cannot get a
permit for the materials. ~

Hon. W. J. Mann: Whose fault is that?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Arc we doing
anything to help?

The Minister for Mines: You are not.

Hen. C. G. LATHAM: If we are not, I

am perfectly satisfied the Minister is not. I
am willing to do anything I can to help.

The Minister for Mmes You
showing it

are not
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Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I have noticed
that in Tasmania where controls were relin-
quished, they get somewhere. The more con-
trols there are, the greater difficulty there
is for people to get anywhere with their re-
quests. I do not blame the officials of the
Housing Commission; I think they have a
terrific job. They are cluttered up with ap-
plications with which they cannot deal. I do
not know what the outcome of the Royal
Commission will be, I do not know if it will
help, but it will bring to light facts that will
probably make the Minister realise that there

< 35 something in what I have had to say.

HON. @. FRASER (West).[9.34]: I do
not intend to take second place to anyone in
my efforts in connection with housing. I
would not have risen but for statements
made by Mr. Latham. His remarks con-
vinced me that he is mixed in his ideas re-
garding housing. He spoke of a No. 1
priority and a permit in the same breath. A
No. 1 priority is issued to a person who has
made an application under the tenancy see-
tion of the Commonwealth-State Housing
agreement, under which houses are being
built by the Government. Under that
schetne persons do wait a considerable time.
There are some thousands of applications
and only a few hundred homes being huilt in
the course of two or three yonths. But I
do not know of anyone who has had a per-
mit and has had to wait three years. If
that is the case, that person has probably
been unable to raise suffieient eapital to
build. There is a distinction between the
person with a No. 1 priority and the person
with a permit. The person with a priority is
one for whom the Government is building;
the persan with a permit is building for him-
self. The time taken for a person on the
priority list fo met a permit to build his
home is generally 12 months for a brick
home and eight months for a timber-asbes-
tos home.

Question put and passed.

Bill read & third time and passed.
The Minister for Mines: Unanimously!

BILL—MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS
ACT AMENDMENT (No. 1).

Assembly’s Further Message.

Message from the Assembly received angd
read, notifying that it had agreed {o the
conference managers' report.

[COUNCIL.]

Sitting suspended from 9.37 p.m. to
12.30 a.m. /\\

BILL—CENSORSHIP OF FILMS.
Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendment made by the Counneil.

BILL—RESERVES.
Assembly's Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendment made by the Council.

BILL—COMMONWEALTH POWERS
ACT, 1945-1947, AMENDMENT
(CONTINUANCE).

Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly reccived and
read notifying that it had disagreed to the
amendment made by the Council, now
considered,

In Committee.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt in the Chair; the
Minister for Mines in charge of the Bill.

The CHATRMAN: The amendinent made
by the Couneil to which the Assembly has
disagreed is as follows:—

Clause 1—Delete the word ““and’? before the
words ‘‘and figures 1947’7 in line 10.

The Assembly’s reasons for disagreeing to
the amendment made by the Council are as
follows:—

The Commonwealth Powers Aet, 1945 has
been amendled this session by two Bills, namely,
that relating to the price of wheat which s
numbered 31 of 1947, and that relating to the
price of milk which has not yet heen numbered.
The words in line 10 of the Bill, ‘*and (blank)
of 1947' relate to the second of these Billa
and the number left blank will be inserted by
the Clerk of Parliaments when this second Bill
is numbered.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T move—

That the amendment be insisted on.

The Clerk of Parliament quite rightly sng-
gested to me that the Bill be amended.
Through some mistake in another plnee our
amendment was ohjeected to. I have sinee
diseussed the matter with the necessary
authorities who realise that the Clerk of
Parliaments is correet and that our amend-
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ment is in order. If we insist upon our
amendment, the Assembly will aceept it.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment insisted on.

Resolution reported, the report adopted
and 2 pmessage accordmgly returned to the
Asseinbly.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. H.
S. W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban) : I
move— '

That the House at its rising adjourn till
3 p.n. today.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 12.35 am. (Thursday).
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